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Poststructuralism on Sexual Practices and Disabilities Michel Foucault’s poststructuralist perspective (1978) on sex, sexuality and normality not only provides us with a different angle for viewing these topics, but also importantly discusses how the rise of notion of “normality” in regard to sex, sexuality and the body was ushered in by the new social scientific and medical sciences that arose in modernity (Foucault, 1978).  It was the production of scientific “truths” about what was “normal” that gave particular discourses about sex, sexuality and disabilities such power in the modern world.  Thus, for Foucault, knowledge and power are intrinsically intertwined. Moreover, power is not just found in hierarchical institutions or enforced from above by dominant groups, but “power is everywhere” because of the way discourses circulate and are internalized by people in everyday life (Foucault, 1979; 93).    To illustrate what he means here, consider how the following “expert” discourses define “sex” in contemporary American society.  Some are exclusively heterosexual‐oriented stating that sexual intercourse is a “sexual union between 
humans involving genital contact involving vaginal penetration by the penis” (Merriam-
Webster Online 2009). Other sources try to be more inclusive of other sexual orientations 
by stating that sexual intercourse refers to “any physical contact between two individuals 
involving stimulation of the genital organs of at least one” (Dorland’s Medical Dictionary 
for Healthcare Consumers 2009). Fifty years ago, such a definition would have been unheard of. Sexual intimacy, unlike sexual intercourse, is focused on the fluidity of 
sexual activity with one person with whom there is mutual emotional involvement 


















































































































































































I. Childhood (Birth­ 12 years­old) 1. Can you tell me about your childhood? a. When were you born? b. Where? c. Siblings? d. Parents? 2. Can you describe the area you grew up in? 3. Did you have any rules you had to follow growing up? Chores? 4. Can you tell me about your disability? 5. When you were growing up, how did you like people to refer to your disability? 6. Did your disability present any obstacles for you growing up? 7. Can you describe the schools you attended? 
a. Friendships?  With other disabled individuals? 
b. Extra curricula activities? With other disabled individuals? 8. What was your most vivid childhood memory? 9. What dreams and goals did you have as a child? 10. If you could say anything to your childhood self, what would that be? 
 
II. Adolescence (13 years­old­ 20 years­old) 1. Describe yourself as a teenager? 2. What was your favorite activity to engage in?  3. What would you be doing on the weekends? 4. Who was your first crush?  
a. Do you remember how old you were? 
b. Describe your crush? 5. Did you date during high school/college? 6. Did your disability create any obstacles when it came to dating? 7. Who were your role models? 8. What did you want to do after high school?  9. What did you learn about yourself during this time period? 10. If you could say anything to your teenage self what would that be? 
 
III. Adulthood­Present (21 years­old­ present) 1. What are some thin you passionate about? Why? 2. What do you think has stayed the same about you throughout your life? 3. What do you think has changed about you? 4. Who are your role models? 5. Are you involved in any activities/organizations? a. Has this involvement affected your life in any way? 6. As far as your personal life is concerned, in what ways do you display yourself as a sexual being? 7. Within the previous interviews I have asked about the obstacles that your disability has presented in your life, as an adult have these 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Campus Correspondence  Principal Investigator:    Susan Mann Co‐Investigator: Ashley Volion  Date:       June 5, 2009  Protocol Title: “(De)Centering Sexuality:  Narratives of the Physically Disabled Woman and Self Identifying as a Sexual Being”    IRB#: 10Jun09  The IRB has deemed that the research and procedures are compliant with the University of Ne w Orleans and federal guidelines.  The above referenced human subjects protocol has been reviewed and approved using expedited procedures (under 45 CFR 46.116(a) categories 6&7). Approval is only valid for one year from the approval date. Any changes to the procedures or protocols must be reviewed and approved by the IRB prior to implementation. Use the IRB number listed on this letter in all future correspondence regarding this proposal. If an adverse, unforeseen event occurs (e.g., physical, social, or emotional harm), you are required to inform the IRB as soon as possible after the event.  Best wishes on your project!  Sincerely,  Robert D. Laird, Chair UNO Committee for the Protection of Human Subjects in Research 
   82 
Vita    Ashley Volion was born in 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undergraduate degree 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University 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her 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degree 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Ph.D. 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